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ABSTRACT. Two combinations (Papaver macounii 
subsp. discolor and P. radicatum subsp. kluanensis) 
and a subspecies (P. nudicaule subsp. americanum) 
are published. 


To complete a treatment of the scapose poppies 
(section Meconella of Papaver) for Flora of North 
America, it is necessary to publish one new com- 
bination and to validate one combination and a 
subspecies that have been previously proposed, but 
not in compliance with the International Code of 
Botanical Nomenclature (Greuter et al., 1994). 


Papaver macounii subsp. discolor (Hultén) Rän- 
del ex D. F. Murray, stat. nov. Basionym: Pa- 
paver macounii var. discolor Hultén in Hultén, 
Fl. Alaska Yukon 5: 803. 1945. TYPE: U.S.A. 
Alaska: Nome, Anderson 3250 (holotype. S). 


This combination was made by Randel (1977: 
425) without a full and direct reference to the bas- 
ionym’s author and place of valid publication as 
required by Article 32.2 (Greuter et al., 1994), 
which I have now supplied. 


Papaver nudicaule subsp. americanum Rändel 
ex D. F. Murray, subsp. nov. TYPE: [Canada.] 
Klotassin area Yukon T[erritory], SW of Yukon 
River, between Selkirk and White River, Aug. 
1916, D. D. Cairnes 91890 (holotype, CAN). 


Rändel (1977: 437) determined that the speci- 
mens from Alaska and Yukon represented a taxon 
distinct from the Asiatic material she had studied. 
She proposed Papaver nudicaule subsp. american- 
um, for which she supplied a diagnosis but failed 
to select a type as required by Article 37.1 (Greuter 
et al., 1994). As holotype I have chosen a specimen 
complete with leaves, flowers, and fruits, which 
Rändel had seen and annotated as subspecies 
americanum. 


Papaver radicatum subsp. kluanensis (D. Löve) 
D. F. Murray, comb. et stat. nov. Basionym: 
Papaver kluanensis D. Löve in Löve & Freed- 
man, Bot. Not. 109: 178-180. 1956. TYPE: 
[Canada]. Yukon [Territory]: N of Quill Creek 
camp, 20 mi. W of Burwash landing, alt. ca. 
5000 ft., 19 June 1953, Freedman s.n. (holo- 
type, MAN). 
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Doris Löve described Papaver kluanensis based 
on specimens from southwestern Yukon, which she 
later (1969) showed to be more widely distributed 
southward along the Rocky Mountains. Whereas 
she maintained this taxon as distinct from the Utah 
populations in this complex, I am, at least for the 
time being, including them within P. radicatum as 
subspecies kluanensis. Specimens of subspecies 
kluanensis from the type locality and elsewhere in 
the very northern part of its range are taller, with 
larger flowers and ellipsoid-subglobose capsules. 
Plants from the southernmost part of the range (Col- 
orado, Utah, and New Mexico) are consistently 
shorter, with smaller flowers and oblong-obconic 
capsules. Taken alone, the Utah specimens are uni- 
form and distinct; nevertheless, I agree with Rändel 
(1975) that the northern and southern populations 
are linked in Colorado and Wyoming by interme- 
diate forms. 

Welsh (1986) has applied the name Papaver rad- 
icatum var. pygmaeum (Rydberg) Welsh to the Utah 
specimens that I have determined as P. radicatum 
subsp. kluanensis. I view P. pygmaeum as morpho- 
logically distinct from the P radicatum complex, 
being more closely related to the European P. al- 
pinum group and different from the Utah plants in 
several respects. Papaver pygmaeum has leaves 
sparsely strigose to commonly glabrous, leaf lobes 
short and orbicular, and capsules with whitish (ivo- 
ry) trichomes, whereas P. radicatum subsp. klu- 
anensis has leaves coarsely strigose, lobes obovate, 
and capsules with light (straw colored) to dark 
brown trichomes. 

Papaver pygmaeum is a diploid (2n = 14; Pack- 
er, 1968). Fabergé (1942, 1944) applied the name 
P. pygmaeum to a specimen from which he obtained 
a chromosome count of n = 21. The origin for this 
material was given by Fabergé as “Pike's Peak 
Utah.” Clearly, this count was actually derived from 
a specimen of P. radicatum subsp. kluanensis from 
Pike’s Peak, Colorado, sent to Fabergé by [W. B] 
Cottam from his home base in Utah. Papaver rad- 
icatum subsp. kluanensis has a chromosome num- 
ber of 2n = 42 (Löve, 1969, based on Colorado 
material) or 2n = 56 (fide Moss & Packer, 1983, 
based on material from Alberta). 
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